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This book includes Michael Blekhman's translation into Russian of the famous story by Lewis  Carroll, and two more Blekhman's works Elder Sister, a short story, a kind of 'continuation' of  Alice's Adventures, and Alice's History, The history of translating Alice's Adventures.          Translating Alice was a real challenge as the book has a lot of plays on words, funny  rhymes, all kinds of allusions. Taking all that into account, it's hardly possible to translate  Alice, in the literary meaning of the term. So the book by Blekhman, unlike other attempts to  render Alice in Russian, is not a traditional translation but, rather, a paraphrase. Blekhman  found his own way of rendering the beautiful Carroll's puns and 'sandwich' words finding  similarly funny words in Russian, though having different meanings, thus making the book  interesting for Russian-speaking kids and grownups, who consider it a 'Russian', not English  book.          As to the amazing rhymes, there was really no way to just translate them as translating  a parody (and all the rhymes in Alice are beautiful parodies), so Blekhman composed his own  parodies, based on well-known poems by famous Russian poets. And those parodies sound really  great.          All that makes Blekhman's translation absolutely unique as well as incredibly  interesting and entertaining. It may, without any doubt, be called the best translation of  Alice's Adventures into Russian.
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This is the best gift you can give your kid a beautiful translation of a timeless classic. Alice in Wonderland has entranced children for generations. It is the kind of book that never gets old or outdated. Children and adults all over the world keep reading this book. We also see new film versions come out on a regular basis. For a novel that was first published in 1865, it is a feat, indeed.

Of course, translating it into another language has always been a challenging enterprise. Our sense of humor differs radically from that of the XIXth century British people. Mr. Blekhman, the talented translator of this timeless tale, manages to render it in Russian in a way that preserves both the humor and the unique aura of Alice in Wonderland. I have seen several translations of Alice into Russian and Spanish, and can say that this one is definitely the best I have read anywhere.

Not only is the book very well translated, it is also beautifully illustrated. If you are buying it for a younger child, you can always let the child color the illustrations, which lend themselves perfectly for that. In this way, a kid can have fun with this book in a variety of ways. If you are looking for a gift for a Russian-speaking child or want to get a kid more interested in improving their Russian, consider giving them this book as a gift. Also, even adults will not feel sorry for reliving their favorite childhood tale in such an original and conscientious translation. For the amount of fun it will bring you, the book is cheap at the price.
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